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Honorable Tim Roemer
Member, House of Representatives
217 North Main Street
South Bend, Indiana 46601

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

8 FEB 1993
IN REPLY REFER TO:

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL RECE\~r~/1700A3

(FEB-'- f1993'

Dear Congressman Roemer:

This is in reply to your letter of January 21, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Laura M. Nirenber%5grding the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No -23', 57 FR 54034 (1992).
This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to, th C i88ion' s Rules governing
the private land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below
512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land mobile radio technology and
services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore, to solicit comment from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexioility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Ms. Nirenberg is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on
radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
::;~~:~ impact on RIc operations because of any proposal contained in t,he, L
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Honorable Tim Roemer 2.

We are. of course. sens1t1ve to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIc hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituent's concerns will be
fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As indicated
in the Notice. we remain convinced that without significant regulatory change
in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality of communications
in the private land mobile radio services will continue to deteriorate to the
point of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due February 26, 1993, and Reply
Comments are due April 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued near the
end of 1993. We urge your constituent to file formal comments on all aspects
of the proposals.

('" $&14
61>'Ralph A. Her

Chief. Private Radio Bureau

Enclosure:
Notice
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Federal Communications Commission
Private Radio Bureau
2025 M Street NW
Room 5002
Washington D.C. 20554

Dear Sir/Madam:

Ms. Laura Nirenberg has contacted my office to express her
concerns about a proposed Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
regulation. Enclosed please find supporting documentation.

Ms. Nirenberg states that if PR Docket 92-235 is passed, her
radio-controlled model business will be devastated. Ms. Nirenberg
believes that if this measure is passed the usability of
frequencies will be greatly reduced. Would you please advise me on
this matter?

Upon investigation please forward the necessary information
needed for reply to my District Office. Should you have any
questions please do not hesitate to contact my assistant, Mark, at
219-288-3301.

TR:mm
Encl.

Sincerely,

Ii;. r<c,~~-
Tim Roemer
Member of Congress
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January 19, 1993

ASSEMBLYMAN TIM ROEMER
217 North Main Street
South Bend, Indiana 46601

Dear Mr. Roemer:

11993

I am a hobby retailer who specializes in radio-controlled models as well
as other related products. I wrote to you on January 14th, asking you to help
me with a very serious problem which has recently been brought to my attention
regarding the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The letter which I
wrote you last week was very vague, and at this time, I have addItional infor­
mation which I feel needs to be passed on to you before you can adequately help
me. Please keep in mind that the FCC has a deadline on this issue of February
26th, 1993, which does not leave us much time.

Enclosed is a letter with the signatures of several of my customers who
have the same concerns as I do. Each of these people have a substantial amount
of money tied up into their models and radio equipment and do not wish to just
throw it all away. This action, if adopted, 'will have a severe, detrimental
impact on everyone involved in RIC, not to mention the health risk involved.

It seems that the FCC is considering an action that has the potential to
destroy my business as well as many just like mine. The proceeding is PR
Docket 92-235, and if passed, will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
which have been currently assigned for RIc model use. The frequencies which
we are using are in the 72-76 ~lliz band. This band is primarily used for pri­
vate land mobile dispatch operations. However, the frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able
to share without interfering with each other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235 replaces
Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows for safe use of RIC
aircraft and surface models by keeping 10 KHz spacing between fixed commercial
users and frequencies used by RIC enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow
mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 KHz of frequencies available to us,
thus eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72 MHz band
and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band. It's even possible that more
channels will be affected.

I am begging you to help me stop this. As I stated before, the FCC has
a deadline on February 26th, 1993 after which, it may become more difficult
to avoid this economic mistake. If you can think of anything else I may be
able to do to stop this from happening, please advise.

Since~ely,
• I

,~~ce/7A :':T~ y/
Laura M. Nirenberg .~
K & L HOBBIES, INC., & RACEWAY
3275 North 525 West
T~ n~_~~ T~~'~~~ ~~1~n



WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, are very concerned about an action which is presently
being considered by the FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION (FCC) which will
severely limit and potentially eliminate a hobby which is very important to us
all. This proposed rule, if adopted, will greatly reduce the usability of the
frequencies currently assigned for Ric model use and will increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability.

We urge you to reconsider this action regarding proposal PR Docket 92-235
for the 72-76 MHz Band. Please keep 10 KHz spacing between all frequencies on
75 ~lliz and 72 ~z frequencies.
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